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An area
roughly the
size of London
1s under threat
from Japanese
knotweed in
the UK, posing
huge risks for
commercial
and domestic
developments
says Dr

Paul Beckett,
founder of
environmental
consultancy
Phlorum
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;;‘1& THE DEPARTMENT for the Environment, Food and
Wl Rural affairs has conservatively placed the total
cost of controlling Japanese knotweed at £1.56bn,
Developers arecursing botanical enthusiasts who
introduced this invasive week from Asia in the mid
nineteenth century a5 an ormnamental plant

Dr Beckett says the speed with which it spreads
is phenomenal, growing from pieces of the plant or
rook systemithat are cut and transparted by people,
animals or by water,

“lapanese knotweed does not compete fairly with
our native species and is abie to spread unchecked,
Once it has established itself, Japanese knotweed
chades out native plants by producing a dense canopy
of ieaves early in the growing season.”

DrBecket says it can be a recurring expense for
developers if the okant is not properly removed and
the site remains infected, even by small fragments of
the rhizome

“Ifthe knotweed Is left untackled it can
significantly devalue the land harbouring it.”

If knotweed comes into contact with flowing water
It can become hazardous. Water acts as an ideal cevice
for transportation of the weed and it can begin to
grow in any place that it is deposited

Knotweed can spread rapidly down waiercourses
and any flocding can easily dislodge rhizomes, which
are then carried downstream to start new colonies,

Oneof the most high profile cases of lapanese
knotweed contamination has been the recent
development of the 2012 Olympic sites in east London.

With the redeveloprment of these semi-derelict
cites on a tight timescaie in the first place, the cost and
disruption that the eradication of knotweed can cause
could be disastrous,

Inevitably, the problems faced with the Olympic
development and other major infestations that have
hit the headlines, has led to a number of scare stories
abrout lapanese knotweed that Dr Beckett says some
unscrupdlous companies are Laking advantage of

“Unfortunately there are a few companies out
there who aren't environmental consultants, but who
clalrmto be knotweed experts and charge vastly over
inflated sums for its rermoval

While knotwesd does pose a seroius risk to
developments, it is essential that you carefully seek
out professional advice rather than having a knee-jerk
reaction that could set you back a small fortune.”

It is found, for example, in several places on the

| rverside throughout Lelcesterwhere the local council
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has prioritised the control of plants growing close to
the watercourses, next to important nabitats orin the
floodplain, becawse the main means of contamination
is through rhizomes dislodged by the fiood

The locations of the plant have been mapped so
that its spread can be monitored regularly, There are
isofated clumps and stems along the canal, which
pose athreat tostructural integrity of the riverside.

I thiswere to collaspse, the surrounding land
would experience 3 shift which would effect nearby
developments,

lapanese knotweed is also commen on sites that
are disturbed by human activity, such as railway lines,
ald allotments, rubhish tips and derefict land.

Ihe transfer of soll, rubbile and rubkbich Between
sites is the most common cause for the spread of
knotweed although it is also spread from site ta site
throwugh bits of root stuck to machinery and tires,

Dr Beckett says for the development of any new site
it is essential that polluted areas are clearly marked
out, Areas that do not need to be disturbed during the
wiarks should be fenced off allowing a buffer of several
metres toallow for the likely extent of the reots

On leaving parts of the site known to contain
lapanease knotweed, any tracked machinery that
has been used should be thoroughly cleaned within
a designated area. This spot should be as close as
possible to the polluted area onwhich the machinery
has been working toavoid any spread of the plant,

Phlorum was called in todeal witha knobweed

| ridden industrial site in Havant, Hampshire, in October



acreg which consisted of a derelict piece of land which
was part of an existing factory, The ownersof the
factory were ooking tosell the unused fand from the
site which had been previously valued at £im.
But the land had not been managed formaore
than zoyears and had becomeovergrown with scrub
and the centre had become infested with lapanese
knotweed, resulting ina severe devaluation of the
The estimated cost of removing the knotweed to
a landfill site was Esoo.eon, halt of what the land
was worth, This posed a massive probilem far the [and
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owner who did not want to lower the sale price and
had a potential buyer already interested inthe land,
Phlorum came up with a solution that cleared the
knotweed in six months, using a mixture of herbicide
treatments before removing the crowns, stems and
clumps, which are the most invasive parts of the

plants,and taking them toa specialist landfill site

It was then necessary to employ a mechanical
method of sorting material toremove larger rhizomes
and break up ather smaller rhizomes which promaotes
the uptake of herbicides

The work was carried out for about £30,000- an
estimated saving of £470,000,

Material containing lapanese knotweead is
classified as cantrolled waste under the Environmental
Protection Act, 3990 and as such must bedisposed
of sately at an appropriately licensed facility such
as alandhll ~_.-I,1',.,-u_t.(;-rrllrlgI the act's Duty of Care

Clockwise trom above:
Japanese knotweed can
grow through concrete with
significant consequences;
Phiorum use a miture of
herbicide treatmenis (o
ramove the most invasive
parts of the plants, the
erowns, stems and clumps:
knotwesed contamination
could causa problams to e
semi-derelict 2012 Ohymplc
slites in east London

Regulations
fo prevent lapanese knotweed from damaging
tats, it is necessary to control ar remove

impartant hab
ing Lo dig out the plants elther by hand or
excavator usually makes the situation worse

There are two commonly used methods for the
eradication of lapanese knotwesd

Spraving the weed with 2 propriate herbicide is
oneavailable opbion; howe can take several years
to make animpact and rarely achieves eradication
without mechanical disturbance

Herbicide treatment can give the appearance of
control but the roots below ground may still be viable
andwill cause the plant to regrow. Spraying can
usually only be carried out during the growing season
wien there is green, leafy material present

Herbicide treatments take effect withina few
eradication usually requires a number of
revisits throughout the growing season. Whilet this =
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rarely a complete selution to any knotweed problem a
spraying programme may be an option for weakening
the plart before removal or treating regrowth ana
remaining plants inthe spring

A guicker method of removing lapanese knotweaed
imvolves the clearing of the above ground-leaf and
stem material and the removal of below-ground
maternal that s polluted with roots;

[ Beckett says the future of lapanese knotweed in
Britaln logks set to continue being [HUt:'l'H“d“f

Theweed is already & ';.lgl'.”i;.‘i-iz threal to ;_;.il-:!f-"l"_-\..
buildings, roads and agricultural land throughout the
western world, but the worst may be vet to come

“If you suspect that your site is contaminated or
it you already have a prablerm with knotweed, it is
vital that vou take action andseek the support and

auidance of professionabexperts, If you don't you run
the risk of sigrmificantly devaluing your development
site; or at worst, face legal action," says Dr Beckett @




