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Don’t Let
Your
Development
Be Uprooted

By Dr Paul Beckett, Director of
environmental consultancy, Phiarum.

Irtrocheed fram Asian thie mid-rinedsenth
Ccentury as an omamental plant, Japanese
knatwesd s focday one of the biggest threats o
commerciat anel domestic developments in the LIK.

Typecally this invasse weed s fourd inwasteland
and brewnfield sites. The govermmeant has
ronserdatively placed the tofal cost of confrofing
lapanese knobwesd &t £1 56milon

Thiz Insidious weed typecally springs up in Apal
M shooms ernerge early in the rmaonth and can
growy up to three-to-four inches per-day

Ernobweed can damage foundations, drains and
even walls, adding hundreds of thousands, or
even millions of pounds to site costs. The
danger of fapanese knotweed is that it grows
armywihara; trom field edgas 1o sand dunes
through asphalt and out of lamp-oosts; its
such a keen coloniser of marginal and Rarsh
sites that one of its native habitats & the
vidcanic, gravelly desest of Meunt Fuji

lapanese knobaweed 15 8 recurming expense § the
site rermains infected even by small fragments of
the veeeed, I it beft un-tackled, the land
harbouring it can ulimately becnme devalued

A% present, across the LR, an area roughly the
size of London s at risk Trom lapanase
kromaeed, laving thousands of sies across 1he
country that are potentially at risk

I the UK it ls:an offence 1o plant or otherwise
cause the species to grow in the witd under the
Wildlite and Countryside Act, 1981, Material
containing lapanese knotwesd is also classilied
as ‘contredled waste' under the Environmental
Protection Act 1990 and 45 such must be
disposed of satelyal an approprately oensed
facility in accordance with the Emaronmental
Protection {Duty of Care} Requlations 1991

Mumesous attempts have been made 10 control
lapanese knotweed, but there are few options
avarlable, Phlorurm 5 an emarnmenta
consultandy and the DK% leading experts on
lapaness knotwesd eradication who specalise i
contamination, ecclogy and wider emwronmental
management of new developments

Fer more information about how 1o deal with
lapanese knobweed contact .r:m@;&hlnrurn com
or call 01273 704449 for 3 free factsheet
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